ABSTRACT 

A recording/reproduction apparatus is capable of 
effectively and efficiently making use of a large- 
quantity information signal recorded onto a recording 
medium and efficiently utilizing the recording medium for 
recording the information signal. In a process to record 
a video signal onto the recording medium 8, a video 
classification process unit 5 employed in the 
recording/reproduction apparatus recognizes similar 
pictures of the video signal, classifies pictures of the 
signal into similar-picture segments each including 
similar pictures and classifies the similar-picture 
segments into groups each including similar-picture 
segments resembling each other. Then, the 
recording/reproduction apparatus displays a picture as a 
thumbnail picture for each of the similar-picture 
segments on a classification display unit 19. By viewing 
a tabular display of such thumbnail pictures, contents of 
the video signal recorded on the recording medium 8 can 
be grasped effectively and with a high degree of 
efficiency. 
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A AUDIO INPUT 

C AUDIO AO CONVERTER 

2 AUDIO ENCODER 

6... MULTIPLEXING UNIT 

7 RECORDING UNIT 

8 ..RECORDING MEDIUM 
10 ..REPRODUCTION UNIT 
11. ..ISOLATION UNIT 

12 AUDIO DECODER 

13.. .AUDIO O/A CONVERTER 

C AUDIO OUTPUT 

9... REPRODUCTION CONTROLLER 

14...IMAGE DECODER 

15 IMAGED/A CONVERTER 



0 VIDEO OUTPUT 

B...VIOEO INPUT 

3 VIDEO Art) CONVERTER 

4...VIDEO ENCODER 

21... I PICTURE DETECTOR 

^...IDENTIFICATION SIGNAL DETECTOR 

22 ..SCALING DOWN PROCESSOR 

20...AUDIO CLASSIFICATION UNIT 

5... VIDEO CLASSIFICATION LOOT 

19. IMAGE SCENE CLASSIRCATION DISPLAY AND REPRODUCTION 
POSITION DISPLAY UNIT 
"...SYSTEM CONTROLLER 
1*...USER INPUT l/F 
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